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same rights as Englishmen in their 
mother country. Some went so far to 
say that this proposal to try them 
overseas violated ancient rights out-
lined in the Magna Carta. 

This breach of the rights that colo-
nists believed were enshrined in the 
British Constitution created continent- 
wide uproar. Young members of Vir-
ginia’s House of Burgesses, such as 
Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry, 
yearning to protest, pushed the body to 
create a committee of correspondence 
to gather information from around the 
Colonies concerning the British Par-
liament’s actions, while also urging 
other Colonies to do the same. By De-
cember 1773, 11 Colonies had set up 
committees of correspondence. These 
committees played a vital role in en-
flaming discontent. They were the first 
permanent modes of communication 
among the Thirteen Colonies and al-
lowed abuses by Parliament to be 
quickly known throughout the Colo-
nies. 

John Allen, a little-known visiting 
minister in the Second Baptist Church 
in Boston, gave a sermon on the Gaspee 
Affair. It went the revolutionary equiv-
alent of viral—widely published. In this 
sermon, Allen rejected the proposition 
that Parliament had a right to tax and 
enforce laws like the ones implicated 
in the Gaspee Affair on Americans 
without the consent of their colonial 
representatives—a position that would 
come to define colonial discontent and 
reverberates to this day through the 
slogan ‘‘no taxation without represen-
tation.’’ 

Allen concluded his sermon with the 
provoking and revolutionary question 
whether the British King had a right to 
rule over America in the first place. 
Reverend Allen asserted there was no 
parliamentary right to reign as in Brit-
ain, nor a right by conquest, as the 
American colonists had only signed 
compacts with the Crown for protec-
tion of their religious and civil rights. 
Allen espoused Enlightenment ideals of 
social compacts and political rights, 
stating that if the British Government 
enacted laws that were oppressive to 
the rights of American colonists, as it 
had with the creation of a commission 
of inquiry intending to send the Gaspee 
raiders to England for trial, then it 
lost its right to rule over them. 

The sermon was published eight sepa-
rate times in three different colonial 
cities and spread widely through the 
Colonies. Through that, the Gaspee Af-
fair sparked in the minds of Americans 
ideas about parliamentary abuses and 
the King’s right to rule that would seed 
a spirit of discontent and eventually 
boil over into revolution. The sermon, 
along with fiery editorials published in 
the wake of the affair, inspired colonial 
leaders to speak openly about the Brit-
ish Government’s abuses, instigating 
conflict that would culminate in the 
battles of Lexington and Concord. 

The Gaspee Affair galvanized colo-
nial discontent and led to greater unity 
among the Thirteen Colonies. After 

Rhode Islanders defiantly set fire to 
the Gaspee, the American Colonies 
came together for a common cause for 
the first time in their history, a forma-
tive step in the birth of our new Na-
tion. 

I know these events, and the patriots 
whose efforts allowed for their success, 
are not forgotten in my home State. 
Over the years, I have enjoyed march-
ing in the annual Gaspee Days Parade 
through Warwick, RI, as every year we 
recall the courage and zeal of these 
men who fired the first shots that drew 
the first blood in that great contest for 
the freedoms we enjoy today. 

They set a precedent for future patri-
ots to follow, including those in Boston 
who more than 1 year later would have 
their tea party. But do not forget, as 
my home State prepares once again to 
celebrate the anniversary of the Gaspee 
incident, Massachusetts colonists 
threw tea bags off the deck of their 
British ship. We blew ours up and shot 
its captain more than 1 year earlier. 
We are little in Rhode Island, but as 
Lieutenant Duddingston discovered, we 
pack a punch. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

NEVADA’S MISS USA—NIA 
SANCHEZ 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I have 
to be honest. Last night I was flipping 
around—the NBA, the game of the 
week, the Red Sox playing Detroit, and 
the Tony awards. But also, Miss USA 
was going on. I have to acknowledge, I 
watched a little bit but not a lot of 
each. But I watched them all. I am dis-
appointed that I caved in and watched 
the final of the Miss USA contest, be-
cause Miss Nevada won, and I would 
have liked to have seen that. I placed a 
call to her, and I will talk to her as 
soon as she gets out of the clouds, 
where I am sure she is now. But I con-
gratulate the newly crowned Miss USA, 
Nevada’s own Nia Sanchez. 

What a story she has. This woman 
was homeless and spent a good part of 
her young days in a shelter. She is an 
exceptional Nevadan. She is gifted be-
yond her physical beauty. She holds a 
fourth-degree black belt in tae kwon do 
and is a certified instructor in the mar-
tial arts. When she is not practicing 
tae kwon do in her own studio, she is 
fighting on behalf of abused women. 
She volunteers at Shade Tree, a shelter 
for abused women. We are proud of 
Shade Tree. 

So I, along with all Nevadans, con-
gratulate Miss USA Nia Sanchez on her 
well-deserved victory. I wish her the 

very best as she pursues the crown of 
Miss Universe and undertakes her du-
ties as a global ambassador. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

BISHOP MCGUINNESS CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIP 

∑ Mr. BURR. Madam President, I wish 
to congratulate the Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School boys tennis team 
for securing the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association’s 1A dual 
tennis championship. The team proved 
that hard work pays off by finishing 
the season 15 to 1 in dual matches. 

With the expertise and positive influ-
ence of head coach Bob Weckworth and 
associate head coach Benny Jones, 
these young men achieved a well-de-
served victory. 

Winning a State championship is a 
testament to hard work and dedica-
tion. They displayed pride and sports-
manship throughout the season. 

I join the students, teachers, friends 
and family of Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High in congratulating Ben 
Jandzinski, Andrew Balogh, Alek Biss-
ell, Jonathan Ingram, Zack Jones, Max 
Kreber, Sam McLaughry, Jesse Russell, 
Will Shannon, John Valle, Lance 
Dittrich, Adam Chinnasami, Jared 
Russell, Justin Russell and Dickson 
Tam on their hard-earned champion-
ship.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. VINCENT 
HARDING 

∑ Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Madam 
President, I wish to commemorate the 
life of Dr. Vincent Harding, a promi-
nent civil rights leader, beloved pro-
fessor and proud Coloradan, who passed 
away on May 19, 2014. Although Dr. 
Harding is no longer with us, his pres-
ence lives on through the lasting influ-
ence of his life’s work. Thanks to Dr. 
Harding and the countless others who 
took part in the civil rights movement, 
we have made great strides in the pur-
suit of equality for all through land-
mark legislation and advocacy. His 
passing also reminds us of the ongoing 
struggle for equal rights in America 
and moves us to continue this fight in 
his honor. 

A devout believer in the power of so-
cial activism, Dr. Harding moved from 
Harlem, NY to Georgia in the early 
1960s to join the American civil rights 
movement. He traveled the South to 
assist with anti-segregation cam-
paigns, and he and his wife, Rosemarie 
Freeney Harding, founded the Men-
nonite House, an interracial service 
center and gathering place for individ-
uals active in the movement. Through 
this work, Dr. Harding met friend and 
co-activist, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., for whom he became an aide 
and speechwriter. Following Dr. King’s 
death, Dr. Harding went on to serve as 
the first director of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Center. 
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